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and the hope of a new life. I urge other 
governments to do their part. 

We must show new energy in fighting 
back an old evil. Nearly two centuries after 
the abolition of the transatlantic slave trade 
and more than a century after slavery was 
officially ended in its last strongholds, the 
trade in human beings for any purpose 
must not be allowed to thrive in our time. 

All the challenges I have spoken of this 
morning require urgent attention and moral 
clarity. Helping Afghanistan and Iraq to 
succeed as free nations in a transformed 
region, cutting off the avenues of prolifera-
tion, abolishing modern forms of slavery— 
these are the kind of great tasks for which 
the United Nations was founded. In each 
case, careful discussion is needed and also 
decisive action. Our good intentions will be 
credited only if we achieve good outcomes. 

As an original signer of the U.N. Charter, 
the United States of America is committed 
to the United Nations. And we show that 
commitment by working to fulfill the U.N.’s 
stated purposes and giving meaning to its 
ideals. The founding documents of the 
United Nations and the founding docu-

ments of America stand in the same tradi-
tion. Both assert that human beings should 
never be reduced to objects of power or 
commerce, because their dignity is inher-
ent. Both require—both recognize a moral 
law that stands above men and nations, 
which must be defended and enforced by 
men and nations. And both point the way 
to peace, the peace that comes when all 
are free. We secure that peace with our 
courage, and we must show that courage 
together.

May God bless you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:59 a.m. in 
the General Assembly Hall at the United Na-
tions Headquarters. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Secretary-General Kofi Annan, 
General Assembly President Julian Hunte, 
and Special Representative for Iraq Sergio 
Vieira de Mello of the United Nations; Presi-
dent Hamid Karzai of Afghanistan; and 
former President Saddam Hussein of Iraq. 
The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language transcript of these 
remarks.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With President Jose Maria Aznar of Spain 
in New York City 
September 23, 2003 

President Bush. It’s my honor to visit 
again with my very close friend, a great 
friend of our country, Jose Maria Aznar. 
Jose Maria is a very strong leader who’s 
got a vision that’s based upon the principles 
of human dignity and freedom. 

And we’ll spend time talking about Iraq. 
We’re both convinced and strongly believe 
that our goals in Iraq are the right goals, 
and we’ll accomplished the goals. 

He’s a steadfast friend, and I’m so proud 
to be with you again. 
[At this point, President Aznar spoke in 
Spanish, and no translation was provided.]

President Bush. Thank you, sir. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:02 p.m. at 
the U.S. Mission to the United Nations. A 
tape was not available for verification of the 
content of these remarks. 
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